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In statements to foreign journalists on March 13, President Patricio Aylwin said his administration's
scheduled tax hike, plans to restructure the foreign debt, and incoming foreign aid should be
adequate to increase social welfare spending. The government plans to raise corporate taxes to
15 or 20% from 10%, expected to bring in about $400 million in additional revenue. Regarding the
continuity of Gen. Augusto Pinochet as army commander-in-chief, Aylwin said, "I don't think the
problem in Chile is if General Pinochet goes or stays as commander in chief. We Chileans have
problems a lot more important to resolve." He said he was confident the military would follow the
constitution. In the three days after his inauguration on March 11, Aylwin signed pardons for 46
political prisoners. He told reporters he would release about 40 more prisoners within a short time.
The release of other political prisoners would depend on changes in the law that his administration
will send to congress. "The problem is that the President of the Republic can pardon...only prisoners
who have been convicted," said Aylwin. He noted that the majority of prisoners are awaiting trial,
a process which may take years. Human rights groups have estimated the total number of political
prisoners at about 400 (including those who have since received pardons). Without elaborating,
Aylwin said he would announce a program shortly to deal with the violations of human rights that
took place under the Pinochet government. Prosecutions of any human rights cases will take place
in normal courts and will not be subject to special government commissions, Aylwin said. The first
of the 46 political prisoners pardoned by the president were released on March 19. [Basic data from
Reuter, 03/13/90; UPI, 03/14/90; 03/15/90 news summary by Chile Information Project (Vicaria of
Solidarity, Santiago); La Epoca, 03/19/90 (Chile)]
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